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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-33 are pending for examination. 
Claims 1-33 are rejected. 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "404" (in the specification, page 23, paragraph [0062]) 
and "426" (Figure 4, step 2) have both been used to designate the second step of 
Figure 4 (Creating a second set of physical components...). Also, reference characters 
"406" (specification, page 23, paragraph [062]) and "442" (Figure 4, step 3) have both 
been used to designate the third step of Figure 4 (Using the logical instrument...). Also, 
reference characters "504" (specification, page 25, paragraph [0069]) and "522" (Figure 
5, step 2) have both been used to designate the second step of Figure 5 (Detecting the 
physical component...). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

2. Claim 32 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "the" 
appears to be out of place (... further comprising the at least one physical component). 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-33 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by US 
2003/0149753, Lamb. 

5. As per claim 1 , Lamb teaches a method of managing a network (abstract, where 
the network includes a manager) comprising: 

provisioning or de-provisioning a physical component on the network (page 22, 
paragraph [0348], where the engine sends messages to the manager, including 
notifications indicating addition or removal of a device); and 
automatically updating a logical object to reflect the provisioning or de- 
provisioning of the physical component (page 25, paragraph [0417], where the 
manager updates its topology to reflect changes in status). 

6. As per claim 2, Lamb teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
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detecting that the physical component has been added to the network (page 22, 
paragraph [0347], where the engine can detect addition of a device); and 
instantiating a physical model object corresponding to the physical component 
(page 22, paragraph [0348], where the device is added to the topology by the 
manager). 

7. As per claim 3, Lamb teaches the method of claim 2, wherein detecting and 
instantiating are performed automatically (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the engine 
forwards to the manager, which updates the topology). 

8. As per claim 4, Lamb teaches the method of claim 2, wherein updating the logical 
object comprises relating the physical model object to the logical object (page 22, 
paragraph [0348], where the manager updates the network topology). 

9. As per claim 5, Lamb teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
determining that the physical component has been removed from the network (page 22, 
paragraph [0347], where the engine can detect removal of a device). 

10. As per claim 6, Lamb teaches an apparatus operable for carrying out the method 
of claim 1 (Figure 1 and associated description, where the manager is a physical 
object). 

11. As per claim 7, Lamb teaches a method of managing a network (abstract) 
comprising: 

using a logical instrument with a first set of physical components (page 13, 
paragraph [0193], where the manager maintains a database of network 
information); 
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creating a second set of physical components that is different from the first set of 
physical components (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the network changes 
through an addition or removal of a device); and 

using the logical instrument with the second set of physical components (page 
22, paragraph [0348], where the manager updates the network topology), 
wherein the logical instrument is not manually reconfigured between using the 
logical instrument with the first set of physical components and using the logical 
instrument with the second set of physical components (page 22, paragraph 
[0348], where the engine forwards to the manager, which updates the topology 
automatically). 

12. As per claim 8, Lamb teaches the method of claim 7, wherein the logical 
instrument is not changed between using the logical instrument with the first set of 
physical components and using the logical instrument with the second set of physical 
components (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the manager is not replaced). 

13. As per claim 9, Lamb teaches the method of claim 7, wherein each of the 
physical components within the first and second sets of physical components comprises 
a software agent coupled to the instrument (page 14, paragraph [0210], where the 
devices run with an object oriented programming language). 

14. As per claim 10, Lamb teaches the method of claim 7, wherein the logical 
instrument includes a logical gauge (Figures 16-22, 29-32 and associated descriptions, 
where the GUI is accessible by a user and acts as a logical dashboard). 
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1 5. As per claim 1 1 , Lamb teaches the method of claim 7, wherein the logical 
instrument includes a logical control (Figures 16-22, 29-32 and associated descriptions, 
where the GUI is accessible by a user and acts as a logical dashboard). 

16. As per claim 12, Lamb teaches the method of claim 7, wherein all physical 
components within the first and second sets of physical components are of a same type 
(Figure 1 , where the hosts are the same type). 

1 7. As per claim 1 3, Lamb teaches the method of claim 7, wherein: 

creating a second set of physical components comprises adding a first physical 

component to the network (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the a device is 

added to the system); 

wherein the method further comprises: 

detecting the first physical component has been added to the network 
(page 22, paragraph [0347], where the engine can detect addition of a 
device); 

instantiating a first physical model object corresponding to the first 
physical component (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the device is 
detected in the scan); and 

updating a logical object to reflect a relationship between the first physical 
model object and the instrument (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the 
engine forwards to the manager, which updates the topology). 
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18. As per claim 14, Lamb teaches the method of claim 13, wherein detecting, 
instantiating, and updating are performed automatically (page 22, paragraph [0348], 
where the engine forwards to the manager, which updates the topology automatically). 

1 9. As per claim 1 5, Lamb teaches the method of claim 7, wherein: 
creating a second set of physical components comprises removing a first 
physical component to the network (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the 
engine can detect the removal of a device); 

wherein the method further comprises: 

determining the first physical component has been removed the network 
(page 22, paragraph [0348], where the device is detected in the scan); 
and 

updating a logical object to reflect that the first physical model object is not 
related to the instrument (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the engine 
forwards to the manager, which updates the topology). 

20. As per claim 16, Lamb teaches the method of claim 15, wherein detecting and 
updating are performed automatically (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the engine 
forwards to the manager, which updates the topology automatically). 

21 . As per claim 1 7, Lamb teaches an apparatus operable for carrying out the 
method of claim 7 (Figure 1 and associated description, where the system is 
implemented with devices). 

22. As per claim 18, Lamb teaches a data processing system readable medium 
having code for estimating usage of a component within a network (page 14, paragraph 
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[0214], where the service monitors system utilization), wherein the code is embodied 
within the data processing system readable medium, the code comprising: 

an instruction for provisioning or de-provisioning a physical component on the 
network (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the engine sends messages to the 
manager, including notifications indicating addition or removal of a device); and 
an instruction for updating a logical object to reflect the provisioning or de- 
provisioning of the physical component (page 25, paragraph [0417], where the 
manager updates its topology to reflect changes in status). 

23. As per claim 19, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 18, wherein the code further comprises: 

an instruction for detecting that the physical component has been added to the 
network (page 22, paragraph [0347], where the engine can detect addition of a 
device); and 

an instruction for instantiating a physical model object corresponding to the 
physical component (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the device is added to 
the topology by the manager). 

24. As per claim 20, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 19, wherein the instruction for updating the logical object comprises an instruction 
for relating the physical model object to the logical object (page 22, paragraph [0348], 
where the manager updates the network topology). 

25. As per claim 21 , Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 18, wherein the code further comprises an instruction for determining that the 
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physical component has been removed from the network (page 22, paragraph [0347], 
where the engine can detect removal of a device). 

26. As per claim 22, Lamb teaches a data processing system readable medium 
having code for estimating usage of a component within a network (page 14, paragraph 
[0214], where the service monitors system utilization), wherein the code is embodied 
within the data processing system readable medium, the code comprising: 

an instruction for using a logical instrument with a first set of physical 
components (page 13, paragraph [0193], where the manager maintains a 
database of network information); 

an instruction for creating a second set of physical components that is different 
from the first set of physical components (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the 
network changes through an addition or removal of a device); and 
an instruction for using the logical instrument with the second set of physical 
components (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the manager updates the 
network topology), wherein the logical instrument is not manually reconfigured 
between using the logical instrument with the first set of physical components 
and using the logical instrument with the second set of physical components 
(page 22, paragraph [0348], where the engine forwards to the manager, which 
updates the topology automatically). 

27. As per claim 23, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 22, wherein the logical instrument is not changed between using the logical 
instrument with the first set of physical components and using the logical instrument 
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with the second set of physical components (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the 
manager is not replaced). 

28. As per claim 24, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 22, wherein each of the physical components within the first and second sets of 
physical components comprises a software agent coupled to the instrument (page 14, 
paragraph [0210], where the devices run with an object oriented programming 
language). 

29. As per claim 25, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 22, wherein the logical instrument includes a logical gauge (Figures 16-22, 29-32, 
and associated descriptions, where the GUI is accessible by a user and acts as a 
logical dashboard). 

30. As per claim 26, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 22, wherein the logical instrument includes a logical control (Figures 16-22, 29-32 
and associated descriptions, where the GUI is accessible by a user and acts as a 
logical dashboard). 

31 . As per claim 27, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 22, wherein all physical components within the first and second sets of physical 
components are of a same type (Figure 1 , where the hosts are the same type). 

32. As per claim 28, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 22, wherein: 
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the instruction for creating a second set of physical components comprises an 
instruction for adding a first physical component to the network (page 22, 
paragraph [0348], where the a device is added to the system); 
wherein the code further comprises: 

an instruction for detecting the first physical component has been added to 
the network (page 22, paragraph [0347], where the engine can detect 
addition of a device); 

an instruction for instantiating a first physical model object corresponding 
to the first physical component (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the 
device is detected in the scan); and 

an instruction for updating a logical object to reflect a relationship between 
the first physical model object and the instrument (page 22, paragraph 
[0348], where the engine forwards to the manager, which updates the 
topology). 

33. As per claim 29, Lamb teaches the data processing system readable medium of 
claim 22, wherein: 

the instruction for creating a second set of physical components comprises an 
instruction for removing a first physical component to the network (page 22, 
paragraph [0348], where the engine can detect the removal of a device); 
wherein the code further comprises: 
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an instruction for determining the first physical component has been 
removed the network (page 22, paragraph [0348], where the device is 
detected in the scan); and 

an instruction for updating a logical object to reflect that the first physical 
model object is not related to the instrument (page 22, paragraph [0348], 
where the engine forwards to the manager, which updates the topology). 

34. As per claim 30, Lamb teaches a system for managing a network comprising: 
a logical instrument (page 13, paragraph [0193], manager); 

at least one physical model object corresponding to at least one physical 
component (page 13, paragraph [0196], where the agents are associated with 
hosts); and 

a logical object, wherein the logical object relates the physical model object to the 
logical instrument (page 13, paragraph [0193], where the topology represents the 
hosts). 

35. As per claim 31 , Lamb teaches the system of claim 30, wherein the logical 
instrument is coupled to a plurality of physical model objects (page 13, paragraph 
[0194], where the manager is connected through a LAN), wherein all of the physical 
model objects are of a same type (Figure 1 and associated descriptions, where hosts 
are all computers). 

36. As per claim 32, Lamb teaches the system of claim 30, further comprising the at 
least one physical component (Figure 1 and associated descriptions, where hosts are 
all computers). 



Application/Control Number: 10/761,909 Page 13 

Art Unit: 4121 

37. As per claim 33, Lamb teaches the system of claim 32, wherein the at least one 
physical component comprises a software agent coupled to the at least one physical 
model object page 13, paragraph [0193], where the manager includes and is coupled to 
software modules). 

Conclusion 

38. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US 7 171 467, Carley discloses a management system that detects user 
connections and disconnections. 

US 2005/0193103, Drabik discloses a method and apparatus for automatic 
configuration and management. 

US 2005/0160162, Cromer et al discloses a system and method for automatic 
wake-up of devices and management. 

US 2005/0108369, Sather et al discloses a system and method for managing, 
including detection of addition and removal of devices. 

US 2004/01 17484, Singer et al discloses a method and apparatus for managing 
devices, including adding a client. 

US 2003/0236875, Green et al discloses a system for managing comprising 
discovery and monitoring subsystems. 

US 2002/0069271 , Tindal et al discloses a method and apparatus to configure, 
monitor, and manage devices, including event posting and notification. 
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US 2002/0004828, Davis et al discloses an element management system with 
support for addition of devices. 

US 2003/0005090, Sullivan et al discloses a network architecture for automating 
the configuration and control of networks. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Richardson whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-5006. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 8am- 
5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Taghi Arani can be reached on (571) 272-3787. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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